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‘KeckCare
inherently makes
care safer and
more patient

centered.

— Joshua Lee, chief
information officer of

USC Health

Keck School alumnus Mitchell Lew nhamed USC trustee

By Annette Moore

Physician, health care
entrepreneur and longtime
USC volunteer Mitchell W.
Lew has been elected to the
USC Board of Trustees. Lew
is CEO of Prospect Medical
Systems, an independent
physician association with
a network of primary care
physicians, specialists and
affiliated hospitals through-
out L.os Angeles, Orange
and Riverside counties.

In May 2012, Lew became
the first Asian-American
president of the USC
Alumni Association Board
of Governors. Previously, he
served as president of the
USC Asian Pacific Alumni
Association (APAA) from
2009 to 2011.

“Mitchell Lew is an
accomplished physician, a
farsighted businessman and
an extraordinary Trojan,”
said USC President C. L.
Max Nikias. “His dedication
to advancing our academic
mission, and to raising
awareness about USC’s
accomplishments in teach-
ing, research and community
service, is unflagging. I look

By Josh Grossberg

With hands-on training of a new
electronic medical record system well
underway, Keck Medical Center of
USC is a step closer to eliminating most
paperwork, as well as improving patient
experience.

Several years in the works, KeckCare
is now being implemented at Keck
Hospital of USC and USC Norris
Comprehensive Cancer Center and
Hospital.

Joshua Lee, chief information of-
ficer of USC Health, said “KeckCare
provides a vehicle to facilitate the
transformation occurring all across Keck
Medical Center of USC. By encourag-
ing multi-disciplinary care and provid-
ing real time clinical information and
decision support tools as our providers
document and place orders on our pa-
tients, KeckCare inherently makes care
safer and more patient centered. This
continuum of care record spans inpatient
and outpatient care and makes a true
‘online USC home’ for all of our patients
and providers.”

In June, a group of staff members
received training in KeckCare, and the
response was overwhelmingly positive.

“We had zero critical issues,” said
Terry Pickering, director of nursing in-
formatics. “We had very successful staff
engagement, and feedback has unani-
mously been overwhelmingly positive.”

With training Phase 1B now being
implemented, project manager Jeannine

forward to his contributions
as a member of our Board of
Trustees.”

Lew, who holds a bach-
elor’s degree in biological
sciences from the USC
Dornsife College of Letters,
Arts and Sciences and a
Doctor of Medicine from the
Keck School of Medicine of
USC, worked for 10 years in
private practice in obstetrics
and gynecology before mov-
ing to the business side of
medicine. Recognizing the
need for better-organized
and more cost-efficient
health care delivery sys-
tems, he founded Genesis
Healthcare, a Southern
California-based managed
services organization. As
president and CEO, Lew
built Genesis into a major
player in the Orange County
market before selling it to
Prospect in 2005.

Lew has also worked
to shape the delivery and
management of health care
through his involvement
with the California
Association of Physician
Groups, which is dedicated
to improving health care

Mitchell Lew

quality and value.

His passionate involve-
ment with the Trojan
Family extends across the
university. Lew serves on
the Board of Councilors at
USC Dornsife and the USC
Associates Board of Direc-
tors. He and his wife, Deena
’85, also a USC graduate,
have established scholar-
ships with the APAA and
at USC Dornsife, and they
are benefactors of programs
such as the university’s
Joint Educational Program
and the Lew Distinguished
Visiting Innovator program
at the USC Annenberg
School for Communication

USC Universityof
Southern California

Arnold said that workers are
quickly getting the hang of the
new system and are enthusiastic
about what they’re learning.

“People acknowledge it’s
different, but they’re catching
on,” she said.

Those receiving training
work in clinical inpatient docu-
mentation, nursing, physical
therapy, occupational therapy,
speech therapy, clinical nutri-
tion, respiratory therapy, social
work and spiritual services.

Workers were taking to the
new system so quickly that
Arnold said the number of

people who are calling for help
dropped dramatically in the
days since its June 4 rollout.

The idea behind KeckCare is
to have all patient information
available by computer at any hospital
location.

Coming phases of the rollout will
include physician documentation and
outpatient documents.

Pickering credited people working
across departments to make the process
so smooth. And he said the level of
collaboration among nursing and other
clinical departments demonstrates the
medical center’s progress on its “Magnet
journey.” 'T'he Magnet Recognition
Program from the American Nurses
Credentialing Center is a prestigious
citation that recognizes quality patient

Dietmar Quistdorf

ing these visits, the staff
answers any questions the

carc teams.

and Journalism.

By Amy E. Hamaker

The little things are
what the Office of Patient
and Family Experience at
the Keck Medical Center
of USC is all about.

T'he Patient Experience
team welcomes and visits
every patient within 24
hours of admission. Dur-

patients or family mem-
bers may have, checks on
issues like staff respon-
siveness and room cleanli-
ness, and makes sure that
patients and their families
feel cared for at USC’s
hospitals. These initial
connections help foster
communication and trust
between patients, their
families and their medical

This concept is so im-
portant to Scott Bosés and
his wife, Celesta Pappas-
Bosés, that they recently
gave a $90,000 gift to
help expand the Patient
Experience Program at

Nurse Amy Zaratsian documents patient information in
KeckCare using a WOW, or Workstation on Wheels.

care, nursing excellence and innovation.

“The interdisciplinary collaboration
associated with KeckCare implementa-
tion speaks volumes to our organization-
al readiness for Magnet,” Pickering said.
“This project has created a groundswell
of positive collaboration between nurs-
ing and other departments.”

One of the boosters of KeckCare is
hospital chaplain the Rev. Phil Manly.

“Now we will become more of a
high-tech hospital,” he said. “Even from
a chaplain’s perspective, [ will be able to
get more quality time at the bedside. [
went from 35 forms I had to get off the
computer to seven pages.”

Gift of $90,000 makes the
little things possible

the Keck Medical Center
of USC. In addition, the
office will be renamed the
Scott Bosés and Celesta
Pappas-Bosés Patient and
Family Experience.

As one of the hospitals’
Pillars of Excellence,
Patient Experience is
designed to enhance both
patient satisfaction and
employee engagement
while supporting qual-
ity, compassionate care
and excellent customer
service.

“A few months ago, a
young couple wanted to
renew their wedding vows,
but because of medical
issues, the ceremony
needed to happen very
quickly,” recalled Diane
Lapa, director of Patient
Relations at the Keck
Medical Center. [Lapa and
her team orchestrated a
beautiful ceremony right
in the patient’s hospital
room and provided a min-
ister, wedding cake and

See BOSES, page 3

Walter Urie



USC study links childhood infections to shorter adult height

By Josh Grossberg

The frequency of childhood infec-
tions is a determinant of adult height,
according to a new study recently
conducted by a team of researchers
from the Keck School of Medicine of
USC led by Wendy Cozen, professor
of preventive medicine and pathol-
ogy, and conducted by Amie Hwang,
postdoctoral fellow.

"T'he study, published in the April
issue of the American Journal of
Epidemiology, is important because
increased height is positively
associated with some types of
cancer, including breast cancer and
lymphoma, and negatively associated
with cardiovascular disease and
stroke.

According to Cozen, genetic fac-
tors are determinants of adult heighe,
but nongenetic factors can also con-

tribute. “Researchers assumed that
taller height was a surrogate measure
for improved childhood nutrition,
including higher fat and protein. But
we suspect that cumulative childhood
exposure to infection also plays a role
in determining adult height, and thus
may be an underlying causal factor
for some adult diseases correlated
with height.”

Other researchers from the Keck
School included Thomas M. Mack,
professor of preventive medicine and
pathology; Ann S. Hamilton, associ-
ate professor of preventive medicine;
W. James Gauderman, professor
of preventive medicine; Myles G.
Cockburn, associate professor of
preventive medicine; statistician John
Zadnick; and postdoctoral fellow
Kristin A. Rand.

Identical twins who differed in

height by at least one inch were iden-
tified from a cohort of California-born
twins in a database developed and
maintained by Mack and colleagues.
From interviews with the twins’
mothers, the investigators found that
the twin who had more infections was
twice as likely to be the shorter twin.
T'he effect was especially strong for
infections in the toddler years.

While height itself does not cause
illness, it can act as a signpost of
risk of other conditions — including
some cancers — that may be traced
back to childhood infections. “The
significance isn’t about height per
se,” Hwang said. “Height is used as a
surrogate for other adult diseases.”

The study is adjusted to take nutri-
tion, weight and other factors into
account.

Other studies have looked at the

relationship between childhood
infections and growth in developing
countries in areas of extreme poverty,
but this research suggests that a
connection also exists in “a generally
healthy, economically developed
country.” According to the authors, a
possible explanation for the effect is
diversion of energy from the growth
process toward fighting infection.

“Because the balance between
energy allocated for immune function
and growth must be carefully main-
tained, ill children may spend their
energy fighting infection instead of
increasing long bone length, resulting
in shorter adult height,” the report
states.

The study may offer new leads on
the importance of childhood experi-
ence on adult characteristics and

possibly adult disease.

Physician departures reflect well on Keck faculty strength

By Josh Grossberg

Showing that the reputa-
tion of the Keck School of
Medicine of USC is well
regarded in the national
medical community, three
top doctors in their fields
have been recruited for
prestigious chairmanships at
other institutions.

On July 1, Anthony
Senagore will be leaving his
position as professor in the
Keck School and chief of
colorectal surgery at Keck
Medical Center of USC to
accept a tenured position as
chair of Surgical Disciplines
at Central Michigan Univer-
sity School of Medicine.

Rohit Varma left his posi-
tion as associate professor
of ophthalmology and has
accepted the chair of the
Department of Ophthalmol-
ogy and Visual Sciences at
the University of Illinois at
Chicago.

And Eila Skinner has left
her post as associate profes-
sor of clinical urology to

become chair of the Depart-
ment of Urology at the Stan-
ford School of Medicine.

Colleagues said all three
will be missed. Vaughn
Starnes, chair of the De-
partment of Surgery and
surgeon-in-chief at the USC
hospitals, said that while he
wished Senagore had stayed,
he knows that his new col-
leagues in Michigan will be
in good hands.

“Dr. Senagore has demon-
strated a skillful balance of
leadership, administration,
educational and research
roles during his time at USC
and has been a role model
for all,” Starnes wrote in a
memo to the surgery faculty.

Ronald Smith, chairman of
the Department of Oph-
thalmology, praised Varma’s
research.

“He was a particularly
productive clinician and
scientist,” Smith said. “He’s
one of the world’s leading
ophthalmic epidemiologists
today.”

Skinner had been a
member of the Department
of Urology for more than 20
years.

“She was a leader in our
bladder cancer team and
also on the national scene,”
said Inderbir Gill, chair-
man and professor of the
Catherine and Joseph Aresty
Department of Urology and
founding executive direc-
tor of the USC Institute of
Urology. “Her selection as
chair of urology at Stanford
is definitely a feather in her
cap and also ours.”

Smith said the appoint-
ments reflect well on the
Keck School. He noted that
among graduates from the
ophthalmology department
training programs, there
are 10 sitting chairs in the
United States and another
26 outside the country.

“One of the measures of
excellence of any academic
medical center is the suc-
cess of their graduates and
alumni,” he said.
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HONORING EXCELLENCE—Mary Nichols (right), chair of the California
Air Resources Board, presented the board’s Haagen Smit Award to
Andrea M. Hricko, professor of preventive medicine at the Keck School
of Medicine of USC, on May 31. The award honors individuals who have
made significant contributions toward improving air quality through
their lifetime commitment, perseverance, leadership and innovation in
the areas of research, environmental policy, science technology, public

education or community service.

USC Norris

Comprehensive
Cancer Center

Part of the Keck School of Medicine of USC

SFonTy SEARSK

As USC celebrates the 40th anniversary of the USC Norris Com-
prehensive Cancer Center, U'he Weekly will run in each issue through
the end of the year items highlighting key moments in the history of the
InSHIution.

On May 10, 1979, ground is
broken for the new site of the

Kenneth Norris Jr. Cancer Research
Institute. At the time, the effort
was described as the “largest build-
ing project in the 99-year history of
the University.”

In remarks to the assembled
crowd, Norris noted that cancer is

Heavy construction equipment
clears ground for the USC Norris
Comprehensive Cancer Center.

a disease with widespread impacts.
“It is a horrible, terrible disease
and it’s got to be beaten,” he said. “I think of it in terms of war
— that we’re going to wage a relentless war on this disease and
with the staff and the talent that we have, | see no reason why
we can’t make perhaps the major breakthrough here.”

Norris concluded his remarks by tying his support of the can-
cer center to his family’s history of supporting USC. “This does
represent a continuation of the family tradition of support of
USC — which we think is a great University — and more spe-
cifically to the development of this Health Sciences Campus,
and to the facility which will rise here in the next few years.”



Students present research at annual MD/PhD symposium

By Sara Reeve

As Tom Buchanan, vice dean for
research of the Keck School of Medi-
cine of USC, welcomed the room full
of MD/PhD candidates to the annual
USC-Caltech MD/PhD symposium,
he had a very simple message — doing
good science will make you happy.

“To me, at its core, science is fun,” he
stated. “T'here are incredibly complicat-
ed structures in the world out there, and
as a scientist, you get to figure out how
the world works. ... And medicine at
its core is a real opportunity to do good
for society. With an MD/PhD, you can
make a difference in the way medicine
is practiced. You can have an impact on
a very large number of people while do-
ing science, and I can’t think of a better
thing than that.”

In his opening remarks at the
symposium, held on June 13 at the Eli
and Edythe Broad CIRM Center for
Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell

Research at USC, Robert
Chow, associate professor
of physiology and biophys-
ics at the Keck School and
co-director of the USC-
Caltech MD/PhD program,
emphasized the long road
that basic research may
take before it can translate
into clinical innovation. He
noted that the important
groundwork of today’s “hu-
man genome revolution”
was laid more than 100
years ago.

“At the time, people
were just looking at
viruses, bacteria, slime molds — there
was no idea of what was in store for
biomedical research,” said Chow. “T’he
long-term health of the overall research
enterprise entirely depends on the very
strong continuation of basic science
research.”

Ryan Ball

MD/PhD candidate Daniel Stefanko (left) discusses his research

poster, “Exercise Ameliorates Depression-like behavior observed

in a mouse model of Huntington’s Disease Prior to Motor Symptom

Onset” at the annual MD/PhD symposium held on June 13.

The annual symposium gives
students in the MD/PhD program an
opportunity to present their research to
their peers. Candidates Jordan Pomeroy,
Arya Khosravi, Devin Wiley, Daniel
Naftalovich and Melanie Lee gave oral
presentations, and 25 additional stu-

Research points to prospective treatment for Alzheimer’s patients

dents had poster presentations describ-
ing their areas of research.

For first-year student Ahuva Welt-
man, the symposium is a chance for her
to learn from and interact with those
peers. “It makes great connections,”
she said. “I can see the research that
other people are working on, see if we
have common interests, and see if it’s
for me.”

Capping off the student presenta-
tions, Berislav Zlokovic, director of the
Zilkha Neurogenetic Institute and a
professor and chairman of the Depart-
ment of Physiology and Biophysics,
gave the keynote address, “Blood-Brain
Barrier and Neurodegeneration.”
Throughout his talk, Zlokovic was keen
to note the contributions of individual
student researchers working in his
labs, as well as the success for former
students who moved on from his lab to
leadership positions in academia and
the corporate world.

BOSES: Medicine is a practice

By Sara Reeve

A USC team of scientists has published
research that highlights a new potential thera-
peutic agent for patients with Alzheimer’s
disease.

Researchers from the Zilkha Neurogenetic
Institute at the Keck School of Medicine
of USC have found that a mutant protein
helps to bind amyloid beta peptide in the
brain more efficiently than a wild type — or
naturally occurring — version. Amyloid beta
peptide (Af) is a primary component of amy-
loid plaques — deposits found in the brains
of Alzheimer’s disease patients — and most
researchers believe it plays a central role in
the development of Alzheimer’s.

In a study published May 24 in the Journal
of Biological Chemistry, Berislav Zlokovic,
director of the Zilkha Neurogenetic Institute,
and colleagues demonstrate that the protein
LRPIV-D3674G significantly improved A
clearance compared to the wild-type cluster
IV. The clearing of AB in mice with Alzheim-
er’s disease-like symptoms has been shown to
reduce those symptoms.

“The LRPIV mutant represents a new Af3
clearance therapy that we believe might work
efficiently to prevent or remove accumulates
of Alzheimer’s toxin Af from the brain,” said
Zlokovic. “LLRPIV works as a peripheral bind-

ing agent for A and binds A in the circula-
tion without the need of crossing the blood-
brain barrier. It creates a ‘sink’ for Af in the
blood, which promotes AB efflux from brain to
blood.”

The study, “A lipoprotein receptor cluster
IV mutant preferentially binds amyloid-f8 and
regulates its clearance from the mouse brain,”
led by Abhay Sagare, assistant professor of
research at the Keck School, showed that
the mutant protein cleared A in the mouse
brain 25 to 27 percent better than the wild
type version. After three months of treatment,
mice treated with the mutant protein showed
that A levels in the hippocampus, cortex and
cerebrospinal fluid were reduced by 60 to 80
percent, and cerebral blood flow responses and
hippocampal function were improved.

According to Zlokovic, the research “pres-
ents us with a new therapeutic approach for
Alzheimer’s disease based on prevention or
removal of A deposition in the brain. ... It
has a great therapeutic potential.”

Plans to develop LRPIV as a therapeutic
agent for the treatment of Alzheimer’s disease
are under way by ZZ Alztech, a Houston-
based biotechnology company founded by
Zlokovic and USC benefactor Selim Zilkha.

T'he research was supported by the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (AG023084 and

Continued from Page 1

décor in less than two hours.

Bosés said such responsiveness
is important, “We’re very aware
that medicine is a practice — it
isn’t a precisely defined science.
Knowing that, it’s the little things
that show you that the medical
staff really cares.”

Lapa said she agreed, adding,
“This gift will allow us to provide

Courtesy Scott Bosés

even more special services to our

Scott Bosés and wife
Celesta Pappas-Bosés

patients and their families, assist
our nurses and help sustain our
ambulatory care clinics, patient
navigation and access, as well as our patient advocates,
which are invaluable to this program. We are forever grate-
ful to Scott and Celesta for recognizing our department.”

Pappas- Bosés said, “A lot of people come to USC and
get overwhelmed by how big it is. Patient Experience has
made such a profound difference. The bigger the institu-
tion, the more personalization it needs.”

To Lapa, her work will always be about more than
simply being polite and responsive. “I want to make every
patient feel like the only patient,” she explains. “I want
to be able to take care of someone who doesn’t have a ride
home, to recognize a celebration, mourn a loss, and show
compassion and support in good times and bad. It’s all a
part of healing.”

$300,000 grant supports multi-institutional approach to ovarian cancer treatment

By Amy E. Hamaker

Ovarian cancer frequently
goes undiagnosed until
it has spread, making it
difficult to treat and often
fatal. Research into genetic
mechanisms of ovarian can-
cer at USC recently received
a boost thanks to a grant of
more than $300,000 from the
Dr. Miriam and Sheldon G.
Adelson Medical Research
Foundation.

Michael E. Press, the
Harold E. Lee Chair in
Cancer Research at the
USC Norris Comprehensive
Cancer Center and professor
of pathology at the Keck
School of Medicine of USC,
received $317,000 for the

project “Potential Assays for
Patient Selection to Ovar-
ian Cancer Clinical Trials.”
Press and his collaborators
will continue their work into
analyzing genomic altera-
tions and determining how
those alterations can be used
to map specific treatments
for individual patients.
Rather than funding single
experiments, the founda-
tion asks grant recipients
to interact with peers at
many institutions, a process
that can often yield faster
results for patients. Other
project researchers working
with Press include Den-
nis Slamon and Gottfried
Konecny (Jonsson Cancer

Center/UCLA); Joan Brugge
(Harvard Medical School),
Ronny Drapkin and George
Demetri (Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute); Victor Vel-
culescu and Stephen Baylin
(Johns Hopkins University);
Gordon Mills (MD Anderson
Cancer Center); and John
Quackenbush (Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute).

The long-term goal of the
project is to analyze molecu-
lar changes in gene expres-
sion to discover which ones
are likely to be critical to the
survival of ovarian cancer
cells, and identify drugs
that target those specific
expression changes. Once
this is done, Press says, the

researchers will be able to
use early-phase clinical trials
to evaluate the effectiveness
of those drugs in women
whose cancers show these
genetic expressions.

“We’ve developed a
clinical database in our
lab related to the patients
from whom we’ve collected
ovarian cancer samples,”
explained Press. “We’re
planning to develop assays
that are clinically relevant
to identify patients who
are potentially capable of
benefitting from a particular
type of therapy.

“It’s a very ambitious
undertaking, and we think
that the right people are

assembled for this project,”
he continued. “T'his grant
is what allows the group to
work together; we've previ-
ously been working with
very minimal funding.”

The Dr. Miriam and
Sheldon G. Adelson Medical
Research Foundation, estab-
lished in 2006, is a private
foundation that supports
collaborative approaches to
biomedical innovation to
prevent, reduce or eliminate
disabling and life-threaten-
ing illness. Currently, the
foundation is principally
focusing its funding efforts
on oncology, neurology and
the biology of addictive
diseases.



For patients, a thoughtful gesture makes all the difference

By Josh Grossberg

Jennifer Sutherland
gently touched the beaded
necklace as it was clasped
around her neck. A piece of
jewelry could hardly make
up for what she had been
through, but the gesture and
the thought behind it made
her cry softly.

During an informal
ceremony at Keck Hospital
of USC in May, CEO Scott
Evans told her that the gift
was a way to remember that
even though she would soon
be leaving the hospital after
two months, she had friends
who would be there for her.

“This gives you
something to hold onto and
look at,” Evans said. “It’s a

token to say we're here with
you all the time.”

The necklace was one
of 725 similar pieces being
given to female patients at
Keck Hospital and USC
Norris Cancer Hospital in
recognition of their great
courage and inspiration to
others. The jewelry was
the idea of Carol Mollett,
president of Town & Gown
of USC, the university’s
longest serving support
organization.

Sutherland’s story is as
heartbreaking as it is inspir-
ing. After wearing a pair of
second-hand boots for the
first time, the 42-year-old
animal groomer and former
police officer noticed that

In Memoriam: Don Harper Mills, 85

Don Harper Mills, a
longtime clinical professor of
pathology and psychiatry at
the Keck School of
Medicine of USC,

in the development of the

academy’s code of ethics and

was chairman of the Ethics
Committee for

died May 21. He
was 85.

Mills, who
taught at the Keck
School and was a
past president of
Salerni Collegium,
was also a practic-
ing attorney. He
served as medical
director of the County of
Los Angeles Medical Mal-
practice Program, devoted to
claims management for the
public hospitals and clinics
in the county.

Mills was a past president
of the American College
of Legal Medicine and a
Distinguished Fellow and
past president of the Ameri-
can Academy of Forensic
Sciences. He participated

Don Harper Mills

many years.

A member of
the editorial board
of the Journal of
Legal Medicine, Mills
wrote extensively
in the medical-legal
field. He was on
the first editorial

board of the Journal
of the American Medical
Association in the 1970s.

He is survived by his wife
of 64 years, Lillian, his two
children and their spouses,
and his four grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, the
family has requested
donations be made to
the Don Harper Mills
Scholarship Fund at the
Keck School of Medicine
of USC: keck.usc.edu/
DonHarperMills.

Calendar of Events

Thursday, June 27

6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. Health Matters: USC Physicians Discuss
Health Topics You Care About. “To Hear Again,” John Niparko.
University Club of Pasadena, 175 N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena.

RSVP and Info: (323) 442-2830

Saturday, July 13, 2013

8:30 a.m. - 5:10 p.m. Short Course: Clinical and Translational
Research, Jonathan Samet. NRT Aresty Conference Room
LG503. Info and registration: (323) 442-8281

Thursday, Aug. 8 - Friday, Aug. 9

7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 4" Annual Pain Management Symposium.
Registration is currently open for the upcoming continuing
medical education course. NRT Aresty Auditorium. Info and

registration: (323) 442-2555

Notice: Deadline for calendar submission is 4 p.m. Monday
to be considered for that week’s issue—although three
weeks’ advance notice of events is recommended. Please
note that timely submission does not guarantee an item will
be printed. Send calendar items to The Weekly, KAM 400 or
fax to (323) 442-2832, or email to eblaauw@usc.edu. Entries
must include day, date, time, title of talk, first and last
name of speaker, affiliation of speaker, location and a phone

number for information.

one her legs was swollen
and blistered. Within days,
she was in a hospital in her
hometown of Bakersfield
with an infection so bad that
her organs had shut down.
T'here were multiple compli-
cations, and she ultimately
endured 23 operations
during her 10 months in that
hospital.

She was transferred to
the Keck Medical Center
in March, where her can-do
spirit immediately captured
the staff. But her leg was not
healing, so she made a tough
decision — she was ready
to get on with her life, even
if it meant having the limb
amputated. She had the
procedure three weeks be-
fore she returned home. She
spent at least three hours a
day receiving occupational
therapy, physical therapy
and speech therapy while in
the inpatient rehab unit.

“I’'m pretty proud of
myself,” she said. “I made it
this far. [ wasn’t ready to be
sick, but I fought it hard. I
have no regrets.”

A jewelry hobbyist,
Mollett donated more
than 6,400 beads to
the effort. In all, 144
people worked on
the project as part
of the USC Alumni
Association’s Day of
Service in March.
Next year, Mollett
hopes to make 1,000
necklaces. The
Trojan League of Los

Angeles, the Trojan
Guild of Los Angeles
and the 'Irojan
League Association
of the Foothills

also worked on the
project.

“We’re giving them
to someone who is
struggling in their
lives and letting them know
we care,” said Mollett, who,
as a teen, spent her 18"
birthday in the hospital. “I
know those dark days,” she
said. “I want to bring some
light into people’s lives and
let them know they are not
alone in their journey.”

As for Sutherland, she is

Keck Hospital of USC patient Jennifer Suther-
land shows off the beaded necklace given to her
by USC volunteers in recognition of her courage
and inspirational attitude.

already working on getting

a prosthetic leg and hopes
to be back to her normal
routine soon. And she will
keep her new necklace close
by. “It’s beautiful,” she said.
“When people see it, I'll get
to tell them that the level

of care here exceeded my
expectations.”

Keck Medical Center offers affordable lung cancer screenings

Each year, more people
die of lung cancer than of
breast, prostate and colon
cancers combined because
most patients are diagnosed
after the cancer has already
become advanced. The Mul-
tidisciplinary Lung Cancer
Program at the Keck Medical
Center of USC is fighting to
change that, which is why
it is offering low-dose C'T'
(LDCTT) scans of the chest
for lung cancer screening at a
reduced cost of $99.

The recent National Lung
Screening Trial conducted by
the National Cancer Institute
has shown that screening
high-risk individuals using
LDCT scanning can reduce
lung cancer-related mortality.
"The trial involved more than
53,000 individuals between
the ages of 55 and 74 years
old, who were current or
former smokers. The study
established that LDCT
screenings detected sig-
nificantly more patients with
lung cancer than standard
chest X-ray and that LDCT
screenings were associated
with a 20 percent reduc-
tion in lung cancer-related
mortality.

Candidates for the LDC'T
screening include men and
women between the ages of
55 and 74 who have smoked

an equivalent of one pack of
cigarettes a day for 30 years,
current and former smokers
who have quit within 15
years, and others who have
significant lung disease,
exposure to certain toxins or
radiation, or a family history
of lung cancer.

To ensure proper follow-
up care to patients, spe-
cialists in chest radiology,
thoracic surgery, pulmonary
medicine and oncology

review each patient’s his-
tory, risk factors and LDCT
findings, then provide their
recommendations. An expe-
rienced lung cancer nurse
navigator helps patients
from the initial phone call
to the first appointment and
through their follow-up visits
to maintain continuity of
care at USC. To schedule an
LDCT scanning, call (323)
680-3534 or email
lungcancer@med.usc.edu.
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Call the Emergency Information Phone: (213) 740-9233 The emergency telephone system can
handle 1,400 simultaneous calls. It also has a backup system on the East Coast.

Visit the USC Web: http://emergency.usc.edu This page will be activated in case of an emergen-
cy. Backup Web servers on the East Coast will function if the USC servers are incapacitated.

Jon Nalick



