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By Sara Reeve

More than 60 clinical chairs and depart-
ment administrators from the Keck School 
of Medicine gathered in Aresty Auditorium 
on Oct. 26 to learn more about the new sys-
tem for electronic medical records (EMRs) 
coming soon to USC. 

The discussion, moderated by Mark 
Amey, CIO for the Health Sciences Cam-
pus, outlined the timeframe for implemen-
tation of the EMR system, provided by the 
health care information technology com-
pany Cerner. The presentation concluded 
with a demonstration of the EMR, as well 
as questions from the audience.

“There’s been anxiety about the elec-
tronic medical record amongst physicians 
at least for the last 10 years, that I’m aware 
of,” said Carmen A. Puliafito, dean of the 
Keck School of Medicine. “I thought it 
would be good to talk today about where 
we are, how we got here, where we’re going 
and what the process is going to be.”

Funding opportunities through the 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
are spurring this adoption of the EMR. Ac-
cording to Amey, USC stands to gain  $22 to 
$30 million for the entire academic medical 
center if it can meet key standards of imple-
mentation by 2012. For implementation 
after 2012, funding levels will be reduced, 
with no money received for implementation 
after 2014.

“There is significant financial incentive 
for us to hit the mark in 2011 and 2012,” 
said Amey. “I’m here to tell you unfortu-
nately, 2011 is not an option for us—there is 
just too much work that we have to do. 2012 
is going to be a stretch goal for us, but we 
have a plan right now that we think we can 
execute in order to get that done.”

Peter Quiros, assistant professor of oph-
thalmology in the Keck School, discussed 
the work that the university’s physician 
technology advisory group (PTAG) put into 
reviewing different EMR systems before 
finally picking Cerner.  This work included 
visiting Cerner headquarters in Kansas 

City, as well as an independent multi-site 
ambulatory care center that used the Cerner 
system.

“What this implementation is going to 
mean to us is probably the single largest 
change in our practice in the history of this 
campus,” said Quiros. “We really do need 
to have an united and engaged leadership, 
and remember that it is not the technology 
that is going to change us alone—we have 
to change our work flows. It’s going to be 
the melding of the two that is going to bring 
us a very efficient use of the medical record 
here.”

Physicians and hospital staff peppered 
USC and Cerner speakers with questions 
about the new system’s usability, time-
frame, technical capabilities and reliability. 

Robert Bart, clinical associate professor of 
pediatrics at the Keck School, uses a Cerner 
EMR system in his practice at Children’s 
Hospital Los Angeles, and with assistance 
from a Cerner representative, provided a 
live demonstration of the program. 
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USC stands to 
gain  $22 to $30 

million for the 
entire academic 
medical center 

if it can meet 
key standards of 
implementation 

by 2012.

ETCETERA
USC pediatrics expert  

Roberta Williams was 
honored in October by 
the American Academy of 
Pediatrics Section on Cardiol-
ogy and Cardiac Surgery as 
the recipient of the Founders 
Award for 2010.

The Founders Award rec-
ognizes outstanding contribu-
tions in the field of pediatric 
cardiology and cardiac surgery. 
The award was established 
in 1988 and is presented 
annually by the section. The 
award was presented at the 
2010 National Conference 
and Exhibition held in San 
Francisco.

From 2000 to 2010, Wil-
liams served as vice president 
of Pediatrics and Academic 
Affairs at Children’s Hospital 
Los Angeles, and professor 
and chair of the Department 
of Pediatrics at the Keck 
School of Medicine. She 
remains on staff at Children’s 
Hospital and USC.

Williams has been a pioneer 
in the field of echocardiog-
raphy since the 1970s. She 
developed the initial clinical 
correlations with echo findings 
that formed the basis of non-
invasive diagnosis of a wide 
variety of cardiac anomalies in 
childhood, adult and fetal life. 

In addition, Williams 
established the accuracy of 
diagnosis that allowed echo to 
supplant cardiac catheteriza-
tion prior to surgical correction 
for many types of defects. As 

the first medical director of 
a pediatric cardiac surgical 
intensive care unit at Boston 
Children’s Hospital in the  
‘70s and ‘80s, she applied 
echo to the developing field of 
infant cardiac surgery. 

These observations changed 
management of congenital 
heart disease around the 
world. More recently, her re-
search interests have focused 
on health care access and 
workforce issues of lifelong 
care of all chronic diseases 
originating in childhood.

•••

The American Academy 
of Pediatrics (AAP) Section 
on Orthopaedics recently 
honored USC orthopedic 
surgeon Vernon T. Tolo, with 
its 2010 Distinguished Service 
Award in recognition of his 
contributions to the organiza-
tion’s mission of excellence 
in patient care, research and 
teaching. 

Tolo, the John C. Wilson, 
Jr., Professor of Orthopaedics 
at the Keck School of Medi-
cine and chief emeritus of the 
Children’s Orthopaedic Cen-
ter at Children’s Hospital Los 
Angeles, received the award 
at the AAP 2010 National 
Conference in San Francisco 
held in October.

Tolo specializes in treating 
patients with spinal deformity, 
cerebral palsy, skeletal dyspla-
sia and hip disorders. 

DID WE SAY THAT?

A story in the Nov. 12 issue of The Weekly—“Peter Jones to step 
down from Cancer Center directorship, focus on research”— 
included an incorrect e-mail address for Warren Ross, Korn/Ferry 
International search consultant. Candidates for consideration as 
director of the USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center should 
be directed to Ross at warren.ross@kornferry.com.

FIGHTING 

CANCER WITH 

CUPCAKES

Employees of the USC 
Health Sciences Campus 

brave the rain for a sweet 
treat at the Sprinklesmobile. 

The boutique cupcake 
bakery, Sprinkles, made an 

appearance on campus with 
its Sprinklesmobile on Oct. 

20 in honor of Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. The truck 

sold 850 cupcakes, with 
a portion of the proceeds 

from sales benefiting cancer 
research at the USC Norris 

Comprehensive Cancer Center 
and Hospital.
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Notice: Deadline for calendar submission is 4 p.m. Mon-
day to be considered for that week’s issue—although three 
weeks’  advance notice of events is recommended. Please 
note that timely submission does not guarantee an item will 
be printed. Send calendar items to The Weekly, KAM 400 
or fax to (323) 442-2832, or e-mail to eblaauw@usc.edu. 
Entries must include day, date, time, title of talk, first and last 
name of speaker, affiliation of speaker, location, and a phone 
number for information.

Calendar of Events
This Calendar of events is also online at 
www.usc.edu/hsccalendar for the Health             
Sciences Campus community

Sunday, Nov. 21

8:30 a.m.  USC Institute of 
Urology LA Prostate Can-
cer 5K.  San Vicente Blvd. 
in Brentwood. Registration 
is $35. Info: (323) 865-
3700

Monday, Nov. 29

Noon.  KSOM Research 
Seminar. “Integrative 
Genetic Approaches to 
Understanding Complex 
Diseases,” Hooman Al-
layee, USC.  NRT Aresty 
Aud.  Info: (323) 865-0801

Tuesday, Nov. 30

Noon. Cancer Center 
Grand Rounds.  Susan 
Ramus, USC.  NRT Aresty 
Aud.  Info: (323) 865-0801

Wednesday, Dec. 1

Noon.  KSOM Research 
Seminar. “Understanding 

Insulin Resistance and its 
Role in Diabetic heart Dis-
ease Using a New Polygenic 
Obese Mouse,” Jason Kim, 
Univ. of Massachusetts.  
NRT Aresty Aud.  Info: 
(323) 865-0801

Tuesday, Dec. 7

1 p.m. ZNI Seminar. 
“Sculpting Cell Mem-
branes: Understanding 
Pathways of Endocytosis 
and Exocytosis,” Harvey 
McMahon, Medical Re-
search Council Laboratory 
of Molecular Biology, Cam-
bridge, England.  ZNI 112.  
Info: (323) 442-2144

Tuesday, Dec. 14

10:30 a.m. USC Hospital 
Guild Holiday Speaker Se-
ries. “Seeing Better,” Mark 
Humayun, USC.  DEI 3200.  
Speaker series is compli-
mentary, optional lunch 
$30.  Info: (323) 254-0600

In case of an emergency...
Call the Emergency Information Phone: 213-740-9233 The emergency telephone system can handle 
1,400 simultaneous calls. It also has a backup system on the East Coast.

Visit the USC Web: http://emergency.usc.edu This page will be activated in case of an emergency. 
Backup Web servers on the East Coast will function if the USC servers are incapacitated.
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ONLINE EXTRAS
Read more HSC news online:

• USC Holds Health 

Empowerment Camp for 

Teens 

http://tinyurl.com/29q9sy2

• Obesity Focus Group 

Reveals Weighty Findings  

http://tinyurl.com/23gtozh

• USC Researchers 

Investigate HIV Shedding 

in Saliva  

http://tinyurl.com/25y6uu3

• Strategic Planning 

Committee Announced  

http://tinyurl.com/29k8xnb

• Keck School Dean Touts 

Medical Careers to High  

School Students  

http://tinyurl.com/2b3cyyf

By Gabrielle Olya

Tina Patel, a Pharm.D./M.P.H. candidate at the USC School of 
Pharmacy, has been named a recipient of the Pharmacy Times/Wal-
Mart RESPy Award, given to students who demonstrate “Respect, 
Excellence and Service in Pharmacy.”

“As pharmacy students, it’s important to get involved in the 
community because we have so 
much valuable knowledge, and 
by sharing it, we are bettering 
the community and helping in 
our professional training as well,” 
Patel said.

Patel knew she wanted to take 
part in community outreach as 
soon as she started at the USC 
School of Pharmacy, and when 
she found there were no leader-
ship roles available for first-year 
students, she decided to start 
something of her own.

“I had always been involved 
in community service, and I had 
this idea to start a free clinic,” 
Patel said. “This was something a 
first-year had never done, but with 
the help of professor Jeffery Goad and the support of some of my 
friends and fellow students, we were able to make it happen.”

After a year of planning, the free clinic was opened at the Botica 
del Sol Pharmacy in Boyle Heights, which received the 2010 
National Health Conference Good Neighbor Pharmacy of the 
Year award for its innovative practices. The weekly clinic provides 
screenings for hypertension, cholesterol and blood pressure to local 
residents.

“The most rewarding experience for me was when we got our 
first repeat patient at the clinic,” Patel said. “It was a month or two 
after we started the clinic, and a man came in who we had previ-
ously referred to a physician for his high blood pressure. To me, this 
was a sign of our success: showing he trusted us and our guidance 
enough to come back.”

In addition to her involvement in the clinic, Patel is co-director of 
local associations for the National Community Pharmacists Associa-
tion, a group devoted to discussing the statewide and national poli-
cies that impact the practice of pharmacy. She is also doing research 
with Goad that aims to demonstrate the ability of pharmacists to 
administer immunizations, in a bid to change California’s policy 
from a physician-signed protocol to a state-signed protocol.

Each year only eight students receive the national RESPy award, 
selected by a panel of judges who evaluate the students’ commit-
ment to community service.

LET’S EAT

USC Hospitality celebrated on Nov. 12 the 
reopening of the Plaza Marketplace (above), 

which features updated interior spaces and new 
menu. Top, from left, Kris Klinger, director of 

Hospitality, and USC School of Pharmacy R. Pete 
Vanderveen do the honors at the ribbon cutting 

ceremony. Top right, Kamille Simmons serves 
coffee samples to guests at the ribbon cutting 

ceremony. Right, workers staff the registers inside 
the eatery and hustle food out to waiting guests.
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USC Pharmacy student honored 
for community outreach

Tina Patel




